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As per the Hon'ble High Court's Order dated 09/06/2025 in Publie Interest Litigation
No. 96/2024:

Guidelines for Immersion of Plaster of Paris (POP) Idols

Hon'ble High Court. Mumbai, by its order dated 9th June 2025, has directed the State
Government to take a policy decision regarding the immersion of Plaster of Paris (POP) idols
in accordance with the recommendations given by the Expert Committee of the Central
Pollution Control Board (CPCB) on 21/5/2025, While framing the said policy, Hon’ble High
Court, Nagpur Bench has direeted to consider the directions given in Petition No. 4172/2012
dated 11/9/2012. As per the annexure to the allidavit submitted before the Hon’ble High Court,
the Court has directed that the decision shall include provisions stating that immersion of idols
made from Plaster of Paris (POP) shall not take place in natural water bodies, among other

related matters.

Taking cognisance of the Hon'ble High Court's order dated 9th June 2025 and the revised
guidelines received from the CPCB. the Government has been considering the issuance of
model guidelines for POP idol immersion, Accordingly, the following directions are hereby
incorporated into the immersion-related provisions of the CPCB Guidelines dated 12th May
2020,

1. Manufacturers and sellers of Plaster of Paris (POP) idols shall mark a clearly visible
circular red symbol using oil paint on the backside of the idols. The Local Self-
Government Bodies (LSGBs) shall issue necessary instructions and ensure strict

compliance.

~

[dol makers and sellers shall be mandatorily required to maintain a sale register for
Plaster of Paris (POP) idols. The Local Self-Government Bodies (LL.SGBs) shall include

this requirement as a condition for granting licenses to idol makers and sellers.

3. Idol sellers must provide an informational pamphlet about idol immersion along with
the sale of POP idols. These pamphlets shall be supplied to the sellers by the respective

local bodies.

4. The concerned local bodies shall establish a separate cell for the registration of Ustav

Samiti / Sarvajanik Mandals within their jurisdiction. While registering these
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committees, the local bodies shall collect all necessary information regarding the idols
installed under their jurisdiction including whether it is made of POP or not  and

accordingly prepare a plan and make appropriate arrangements for immersion.

All local bodies shall encourage 'Ustav Samiti / Sarvajanik Mandal s" within their

jurisdiction to install small-sized idols. In cases where large idols are installed, the

committees should be encouraged to also install a smaller replica specifically for
immersion purposes, while the larger idol may be reused or reinstalled in the following

year.

Plaster of Paris (POP) idols intended for houschold celebrations or those less than five
feet in height arc mandatorily to be immersed only in artificial water ponds. The
concerned Local Self-Government Bodies (LSGBs) shall be responsible for

implementation of these regulations.

In case of Ustav Samiti / Sarvajanik Mandal idols exceeding five feet in height, where
no alternative immersion facility is available, such idols may be permitted to be
immersed in natural water bodies, however since Plaster of Paris (PoP) doesn't dissolve
immediately Local Self-Government Bodies shall ensure that collection of immersed
material on the very next day of immersion. The local self body shall ensure collection
cither by themselves or by engaging specialised agencies to clean the sea bed or natural
water bodies where idols are immersed. Also, collection and scientific recycling or
reusc shall be undertaken by the concerned local body in accordance with

prescribed guidelines.

The local bodies shall construct artificial ponds of appropriate sizes for idol immersion
and disseminate relevant information 1o the general public through newspapers, social
media, and other communication channels. Also to conduct awareness programs

including street plays, educational events at school, colleges and other public places.

The local bodies shall install directional signages on roads leading to the artificial ponds
designated for the immersion of Plaster of Paris (POP) idols within their jurisdiction,

wherever necessary.

@
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. The local bodies shall set up separate arrangements adjacent to artificial ponds for the

collection of other solid materials (‘Nirmalya') and ensure eco-friendly processing of

the collected material for reuse or recycling.

. The water in artificial ponds designated for POP idol immerston shall be at least 8 to

10 times the expected volume required for immersion. Within 7 days after immersion,
the water shall be treated with lime or alum at the same location. The treated water shall
then be sent to a nearby treatment facility, STP/ ETP. Care shall be taken to ensure that

the treated water is not discharged into drinking water sources.

. The local government bodies shall take necessary measures to store the sediment

accumulated in the artificial ponds created for the immersion of Plaster of Paris (POP)
idols for a period of 15 days in an environmentally friendly manner and ensure its use

for recycling or reprocessing.

. Local bodies shall appeal to various environmental organizations and NGOs to collect,

reuse, and recycle Plaster of Paris (POP) idols in a scientific manner, and may enter
into necessary agreements with them. The terms and conditions of such agreements
shall clearly incorporate these guidelines and the directions issued by the Hon'ble High

Court from time to time.

. Local bodies shall enter into agreements with scientific and technical institutions

working in this field, such as the National Chemical Laboratory (NCL), Pune, and the
Rajiv Gandhi Science and Technology Commission, Mumbai, for processing the sludge
and water accumulated in artificial ponds after idol immersion. Based on their guidance,
necessary measures shall be taken to dispose the sludge and water in a scientific and

environmentally sound manner.

. The Maharashtra Pollution Control Board (MPCB) shall launch state-wide awareness

campaign to promote eco-friendly {estival celebrations and shall prepare and implement

a comprehensive media plan for the same.

. All local bodies, along with the Maharashtra Pollution Control Board (MPCB), shall

undertake extensive awareness campaigns across the state to promote the preparation
of cco-friendly idols for immersion in artificial ponds. Also to implement wide reaching

public awareness campaign on POP idol guidelines using various platforms, using
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social media, traditional media with the support of Directorate of Information and
Public Relations.

17. These guidelines shall be published on the website of the Maharashtra Pollution Control
Board (MPCB). Additionally, the MPCB shall_prepare u!uI disseminate a Standard

Operating Procedure (SOP) based on these guidelines,

18. All local bodies must ensure strict implementation & enforcement of these guidelines

and comply with the orders issued by the Hon’ble High Court from time to time.
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