MINUTES OF THE ENVIRONMENTAL PUBLIC HEARING OF PROPOSED EXPANSION
PROJECT OF MANGANESE MINE FROM 1160 TPA TO 25757 TPA AND MINING
PROJECT OF QUARTZ MINERAL 270000 TPA, MINE LEASE AREA 24 HAECTOR OF
M/S. SHUBHNAM MINERALS ENTERPRISES, SURVEY NO.96, 97 VILLAGE
KOTHULNA, TAH-SAONER, DIST.NAGPUR DTD. 28/06/2022.

As per Ministry of Environment and Forest, Govt. of India Notification dated
14.09.2006 amended notification dated 1.12.2009. M/s. Shubhnam Minerals Enterprises,
S.No.96, 97, Village-Kothulna, Tah-Saoner, Dist-Nagpur applied for Environmental Public
Hearing in respect of Proposed Expansion Project of Manganese Mine from 1160 TPA To
25757 TPA and Mining Project of Quartz Mineral 270000 TPA, Mine Lease Area is 24
Héctor. Said public hearing is conducted at Project Site, Survey No. 96, 97, Village
Kothulna, Tah-Saoner, Dist.Nagpur under the Chairmanship of Hon'ble Smt. Vijaya Bankar,
Additional District Magistrate & Resident Deputy Collector. Shri. Ashok Kare, Regional
Officer, M.P.C.Board, Nagpur was the member of the public hearing panel, attended
through online mode and Shri. Umashankar Bhadule, Sub-Regional Officer, M.P.C.Board,
Nagpur-I acted as convener. The Public Hearing started at 12.00 noon with the permission
of the Chairperson of the Public Hearing Panel. Attendance of the People present during
the Public Hearing is attached as Annexure-I.

BACKGROUND :

The report has been prepared for the Environmental Impact Assessment of the
expansion in production capacity for Manganese in Kothulna Manganese Mine of M/s.
Shubhnam Minerals Enterprises from 1160 TPA to 25757 TPA & production of Quartz
mineral 270000 TPA (Max) within the existing mine lease area of 24.0 Ha. Located in
Kothulna Village, Tah-Saoner, Dist Nagpur in accordance with the Notification of MOEF&CC
S 0.1533 dated 14.09.2006 under the sub rule (3) of Rule 5 of the Environment (Protection)
Rules, 1986 which imposes certain restrictions and prohibitions on new projects or
activities, or on the expansion or modernization of existing projects or activities based on
their potential environmental impacts as indicated in the Schedule to the notification, being
undertaken in any part of India, unless prior environmental clearance has been accorded.

Manganese ore is mostly used in steel plants, Ferro-Manganese plants and
Manganese based chemicals & compounds for various applications. The high manganese
steel is very hard and resistant to wear and tear and is used for making rock crushers, rail,
road armor plates and burglar proof safes. It is also used in dry batteries, animal feed and
paint industries. During preparation of the final EIA/EMP, it has been noticed the project is
located at distance 6.85 km from Mansingdeo Wildlife Sanctuary. As such the general
conditions of the EIA Notification dtd. 14t September 2006 does not apply to this project.
As far as Eco Sensitive Zone (ESZ) issue is concerned, the ESZ Draft Notification was
issued on 17t" March 2016 and final ESZ Notification was issued on 13" September 2017.
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A suitable environment management plan to ensure environment-friendly mining has
also been drawn. Report prepared in accordance with the generic structure of an EIA
document includes project description, base line environmental quality data of core zone
(ML Area 24.0 Ha) and buffer zones of 10 km radius, anticipated impacts and their
mitigation measures as well as an Environment Management Plan.

PURPOSE AND PROCEDURE:

With the permission of Chairperson of Public Hearing, the Sub-Regional Officer,
MPCB, Nagpur-l & Convener started Public Hearing by welcoming the Chairperson and
Member of the public hearing panel, local citizens from the village and others.

The Chairperson of Public Hearing Panel informed that, the Public Hearing is
conducted for recording the views/objects/suggestions of the participants regarding the
project, and same is communicated to the Government. Chairperson also clarified that this
panel is not here to take decision for accordance of any approval to the project and
appealed the participants to express their views and suggestion.

 Convener & Sub-Regional Officer, MPCB, Nagpur-| explained the purpose of
conducting this public hearing stating that as per MoEF, GOI Notification SO 60(E) of 27"
January, 1994 and amended on 14" September, 2006 & amendment thereof, the notice for
the public hearing was published in two local widely circulated Newspapers i.e. the The
Times of India’ (English) and ‘Lokmat’ (Marathi) on 23.05.2022. Copies of the same aré
enclosed as Annexure-ll. Copies of the executive summary / EIA containing salient
features of the project & EIA both in English and in Marathi and other
information/documents were made available to the public by making these documents
available in various Govt. offices as well as local Gram Panchayat, agsper MoEF GOl
Notification. Suggestions, comments and objections of the public were called in writing
during the notice period after the publication of the notice. The public hearing panel was
constituted vide MPC Board Office Order No. E42/2022 vide letter No. BO/JD/(WPC)/PH/B-
220617-FTS-0080 dtd. 17/06/2022. Copy of the same is enclosed as Annexure-lll.
However, representations on email were not received. This office has received 3
representation letters regarding proposed project, copies are enclosed as per Annexure-IV.

Thereafter, Sub-Regional Officer, Nagpur-l & Convener requested the project
proponent to give their detail presentation about the project and the Environmental issues
related with it. Accordingly, representative of the project explained in detail in Marathi
language the power point presentation of the project as under.



Project undertaken by M/s. Shubhnam

Minerals Enterprises, s.No.96, 97,

Vill.Kothulna, Tah-Saoner, Dist-Nagpur for Proposed Expansion of Manganese Mine From
1160 TPA To 25757 TPA and Mining Project of Quartz Mineral 270000 TPA. Mine Lease
Area 24 Hector. He further explained regarding project location, benefits of proposed
project, proposed facilities, fire fitting facilities, process description, description of
environment and identification of anticipated impact, Land environment, climate and
meteorology, Air Environment, existing water quality, water consumption, biological
environment, socio-economic environment, impact on local infrastructure, environment
management plan, air emission, preventive maintenance / inspection.

Sub-Regional Officer & Convener Shri. U.B. Bhadule requested the citizens as well
as the present public to express their views, comments, concern & suggestion for this
proposed project.

FOLLOWING MEMBERS HAVE PARTICIPATED IN PUBLIC HEARING AND RAISED

QUESTIONS/COMMENTS/SUGGESTIONS. THE DETAILS ARE GIVEN BELOW;

1) Shri. Harish Dhanraj Chaudhary, Sarpanch, G.P. Kothulna

Sr.
No.

Objections/Suggestion/Question

Comments/ made by Project
Proponent.

1.

In the area of Kothulna village, various
environmental activities such as tree
plantation and its maintenance & guarding
should be done by the company.

In order to beautify the villages and to
protect the  environment, tree
plantation, their maintenance,
guarding & various other activities will
be organized by the company.

]
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A large number of trees should be planted
on the side of the road and tree guards
should be provided.

The land in the miningarea will be
flattened and developed as a green
belt. For the protection of trees tree
guards will be installed on the trees
after plantation. Trees will be planted
on both sides of the road and in open
spaces.

Quarry water should be made available to
the farmers in the surrounding area for
farming. The depth of the quarry should not
be too much, so that the ground water level
is not affected. Also, water should be
supplied through tankers in the villages.

Water will be supplied to the village by
tanker. The depth, width and length of
the mine area is as per the Mine Plan
approved by the Indian Bureau of
Mines. The plan is renewed every 5
years & It will be renewed in 2024.

|
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4.

Noise pollution is caused also stones fall on
roofs of houses due to blasting in mines.
Therefore, financial assistance should be
provided by the company in case of loss of
life. Low power blasting should be done.

Indian Bureau of Mines & as per the
conditions in the approved mine plan-
controlled blasting is carried out. Even
further vigilance, care will be taken in
future also. Financial assistance will
be provided by the company in case of
damage to houses if caused due to
falling stones.

As per the guidelines published by the \

|

Roads should be strengthened by putting soil
on the side of the road leading to the village
and farm.

Road leading to villages and farms will
be strengthened, tarred by the
company.

Health camps, sports equipment should be
provided to the citizens of the villages as well
as playgrounds should be developed. Please
provide CER information.

Health camps, sports equipment will
be provided, and playgrounds will be
developed by the company.

Locals should be employed as computer
operators or security}guards.

Locals will be given preference in
employment. Technical training will be
facilitated.

2) Shri. Ajay Chaudhary, Member, GP Kothulna.

Sr
No.

Objections/Suggestion/Question

Comments/ made by Project 1

Proponent.

1.

The existing project is causing air pollution
and the company has not complied with the
air pollution regulations. Also, the
expansion of the project will cause dust
emissions.

For air pollution control, water will be
sprayed in the area and on the
surrounding roads. Trees will be
planted on both sides of the road.

The road leading to the village has
deteriorated in the last 15 years. Traffic
movement spreads dust in the area. Water
is not sprayed regularly. No trees have
been planted along the road.

The representatives of the company
gave a verbal assuranc®to the public
that regular water spraying would be
done on the roads.

There are not many jobs for the locals and
there is no benefit from the project. There is
trouble with expansion.

Locals will be given preference in
employment

Locals did not get employment. Trees
should be planted.

The representatives of the company
gave a verbal assurance to the public
that local people will be given priority in
employment and trees will be planted.

|
|

Kothulna villages have not been given CER
funds. How much funding has the company
provided from the CER fund for Kothulna
villages in the last 15 years?

CER funds will be spent to implement
various activities in nearby villages in
the location area. These include health
camps, tree plantation, road repairs etc. |
Social work will be done. |
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3) Shri. Balaji Nagorao Dadne, Up-Sarpanch, GP Kothulna

Sr. Objections/Suggestion/Question Comments/ made by Project
No. Proponent.
1. | The transportation of minerals causes | Mining & transportation will not be done

dust emissions problems. The company
should control this, spray water. Farmers
also suffer from dust.

during night. The truck carrying the |
material will be covered with tarpaulin.
Trees will be planted along the road.

4) Shri. Narendra Lanjewar, Sarpanch, GP Umari.

Sr.
No.

Objections/Suggestion/Question

Comments/ made by Project
Proponent.

1

Care should be taken to ensure that people do
not suffer from pollution from the proposed
project. New trees should be planted. The
company has covered 10 km. CER funds
should be used for the development of villages
in the area.

The company agreed to plant trees
and distribute CER funds for the
development of villages in the area.

5) Shri. Lalit Chaurawar, Sarpanch, G.P. Kirnapur

Sr.
No.

Objections/Suggestion/Question

Comments/ made by Project |
Proponent/ MPCB.

1

There is a village at a distance of 500 meters
and the houses in the villages are shaken due
to blasting. Barricading shall be provided along
roadsides, which is necessary mostly during
mining work. Also, a road should be constructed
to go to Kothulna village.

The road passing near the quarry
will be asphalted, potholes will be
filled, regular water spraying will be
done, trees will be planted on the
side of the road. Also, Barricading
will be provided along roadsides.

School children suffer from dust while walking
on roads. For that, the company should repair
the road leading to the village using muroom,
excavated soil.

= i ~
Repairing, tarring & regular water
spraying will be done on the roads
to control dust emissions.

Low power blasting method should be used.
Safety fences should be installed on both sides
of the road leading to the mine.

Proper and safe blasting will be
done. Barriers will be installed in

the mining area during the
excavation work. Roads in the
mining area will be regularly

repaired.

..6/-



6
ST,
No.

i

Shri. Sanjay Satyakar Ramtek Assembl
ObjectionsISuggestionIQuestion

Constitution.

G |

Comments/ made by Project |
Proponent/ MPCB. |

1

Government roads in Kothulna villages are ina
bad condition. The quarry road is adjacent to
the road leading to the village. What should be
the distance of the quarry from the road? The
mine is 90 feet deep. Also, security fencing
should be done on all four sides of the mine pit.

Mining operations and cargo
transportation will be done as per
the terms and conditions of the
Mine Plan approved by the Indian
Bureau of Mines. A survey will be
conducted for possible alternative |
roads. Also, a security fence will be
installed on all four sides of the

quarry.

The company has not provided CER funds to
Kothulna village till date. How many people will
be employed in the proposed project? This
information should be given to the locals in
written form. CER funds should be utilized for
the development of villages in the area. The
company has not conducted a health camp in
the village in the area.

CER Fund information will be
provided in written form. CER funds |
will be used to develop villages in 1
the area. Also, health camp, tree |
plantation, road repair etc. Social
work will be done.

Provide information whether the National Park
is 10 km from the proposed project.

Information regarding distance of |
National Park from proposed |
project will be provided.

The existing company has dug pits of
approximately 200 feet depth and has not
erected a barricade wall for animals and this
may pose a threat to wildlife. The ground water
level in the area has gone down. The soll
released from the excavation goes into the
drain.

A security fence will be installed on
all four sides of the quarry. The
excavated soil will be used to fill the |
road potholes and the excess soil |
will be stored in a designated area |
as per the approved plan. Care will |
be taken that the soil does not go
into the drain. Rainwé#ter harvesting
will be done to increase the ground
water level.

Kothulna village is inhibited by tribals and no
social commitment survey has been conducted
by the company.

Health camp, tree plgntétiéh.“rgéd
repair etc. Social work will be done
in villages.

Existing quarries are causing damage to
agriculture in the area due to dust. The
company should pave the road leading to the
village. There is no opposition to the expansion
project.

Roads will be repaired for dust
control, water will be sprayed on
the roads, transport trucks will be |
covered  with  tarpaulin, etc. |
Measures will be taken.

What is the allocation of funds for tree
plantation in the proposed project? Only Rs. 3
lakh per annum for tree plantation and Rs.
50,000/- per annum is spent on tree
conservation, which is not sufficient. More trees
should be planted in the area.

Fund information will be given for
tree plantation. Adequate funds will
be used for tree plantation.
Plantation of trees will be done in
abundance. " |

)

Tl-



7) Smt. Jayshri Somkuwar, Villager

Sr.
No.

0bjectionsISuggestionIQuestion

Comments/ made by Project
Proponent / MPCB.

1

Houses in Kothulna villages suffer from dust
particles at night, because of the possibility of
accidents, the company should install
streetlights on village roads.

Mining will not be done at night.
The company will install streetlights
on village roads.

Shri. Govindlal Vikhe, Villager

Sr.
No.

Objections/Suggestion/Question

Comments/ made by Project |
Proponent / MPCB. |

Dust particles causes trouble, stones should not
fall on houses in villages due to-blasting. The
road leading to the school children passes
through the thick forest. A separate road should
be made for'the people of the villages.

Roads will be repaired, roads will |
be sprayed with water, transport
trucks will be covered with tarpaulin
for dust control. Blasting will be
done in low power and in controlled
manner. A survey will be done for a
separate road. ;

|

Shri. U.B.Bhadule, Convener & SRO, MPCB, Nagpur-l.

imposed i
commitments to solve the problems of

He said that, project proponent should scrupulously follow the terms and conditions

n consent of MPCB. Project proponent shall full-fill the above mentioned
the people before expansion work starts.

Hon’ble Smt. Vijaya Bankar, Additional District Magistrate & Resident Deputy
Collector, Nagpur & Chairperson of Public Hearing Panel.

hearing and the replies gi
proponent shall provide adequate employment to
plantation drive shall be taken, and project proponen

She summarized the questions and queries raised by the people
ven by project proponent. Chairperson suggested that, the project
the local residents, large scale tree
t shall under take latest measure and

prgsent for public

latest technology and shall install up to date pollution control arrangements.

(Umshankar B. Bhadule)
Sub-Regional Officer-l,
MPC Board, Nagpur &
Convener of the Public

Sub-Regional Officer, MPCB, Nagpur extended vote of thanks to the present public
and public hearing concluded with a vote of thanks to the chair.

g

(A are)
Regional Officer,
MPC Board, Nagpur &
Member of the Public

Hearing Panel Hearing Panel

(VijaMBﬁ(a r)

Additional District Magistrate &
Resident Deputy Collector,
Nagpur & Chairperson of the

Public Hearing Panel -
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