
MINUTES OF THE PUBLIC HEARING FOR PROPOSED EXPANSION
OF EXISTING UNIT OF SUGAR WITH CRUSHING CAPACITY FROM

2,500.0 TCD TO 7,500.0 TCD, CO-GEN POWER FROM 12.0 MW TO 32.0
MW AND COMMISSIONING OF NEW DISTILLERY/ETHANOL PLANT -
120.0 KLPD WITH 4.0 MW CAPTIVE POWER PLANT AT GAT NO.15/A,

16, 33(PART), VILLAGE-PADAL, TAL -KHATAV, DIST - SATARA,
MAHARASHTRA BY PROJECT PROPONENT M/S KHATAV MAN

TALUKA AGRO PROCESSING LTD.

The Public Hearing for proposed expansion of existing unit of Sugar having cane

crushing Capacity from 2,500.0 TCD to 7,500.0 TCD; Co-Gen Power from 12.0 MW to

32.0 MW and commissioning of New Distillery/Ethanol Plant - 120 KLPD with 4.0 MW

Captive Power Plant at Gat No.15/A, 16, 33 (Part), Village - Padal, Tal - Khatav, Dist -

Satara, Maharashtra by Project Proponent M/s Khatav Man Taluka Agro Processing Ltd.,

was conducted on Tuesday, the 14th September, 2021 at the site of the said industry at

11.00a.m.

As per the Notification dated 14-09-2006 issued by Ministry of Environment, Forest

& Climate Change, Govt. of India, (MoEFCC, Gol), New Delhi and subsequent

amendment on 01-12-2019, Member Secretary, Maharashtra Pollution Control Board,

Mumbai has constituted Public Hearing Panel vide Board's Office Order No. E- 76 of 2021

under letter no. BO/JD (WPC)/PH/B- 210908-FTS-0114, , dated 08th September, 2021:-

1) District Magistrate-Satara Chairman

or his representative not below

the rank of an Additional District

Magistrate

2) Regional Officer, MPCB, Pune Member

(Representative of Maharashtra

Pollution Control Board)

3) Sub Regional Officer, Convener

MPCB, Satara



Shri L. S. Bhad, Sub Regional Officer, MPCB, Satara and Convener of the Public

Hearing Committee welcomed all and informed that the meeting is called in the

background of Covid-19. Hence, it is requested to all the participants to follow strict

guidelines of Govt. of India in this regard. As per the guidelines, only 100 persons are

allowed in a session. If the participants are more, then remaining will be allowed in next

session. The sessions will continue till all the participants are given opportunity to attend

the meeting. The thermal checking and use of sanitizer is kept at the entrance of the

pandol and now it is compulsory to wear a mask and follow the social distancing amongst

the persons in the meeting hall.

Shri L. S. Bhad, Sub Regional Officer, MPCB, Satara and Convener of the

Environment Public Hearing Committee welcomed Shri Sunil Thorve, Additional District

Magistrate, Satara and Chairman of the Environment Public Hearing Committee; Shri

Nitin Shinde, In-charge Regional Officer, MPCB, Pune and Member of the Environment

Public Hearing Committee; Environmentalists, NGOs, Journalists and Company Officials

and local people/participants who were present and informed that as per the

Environment Impact Assessment Notification of Ministry of Environment, Forest & Climate

Change, Govt. of India, (i.e. MoEF & CC, Gol) dated 14th September, 2006 as amended

on 1st December, 2009, it is mandatory to conduct prior public consultation to certain

projects which are covered in the schedule of the said Notification.

Maharashtra Pollution Control Board was in receipt of application from Project

Proponent M/s Khatav Man Taluka Agro Processing Ltd. at Gat No.15/A, 16, 33 (Part),

Village - Padal, Tal - Khatav, Dist - Satara, Maharashtra, for their proposed expansion

existing unit having Sugar cane crushing Capacity from 2,500.0 TCD to 7,500.0 TCD; Co-

Gen Power from 12.0 MWto 32.0 MWand commissioning of New Distillery/Ethanol Plant

- 120 KLPD with 4.0 MW Captive Power Plant.

The Convener further informed that this existing project is established outside the

Industrial Zone and as per EIA Notification, 2006 the category of project falls under

Category A 1 (d), 5 (j) and 5 (g), which requires to obtain prior Environmental Clearance

from the Environment, Forest and Climate Change Department, Govt of India, New Delhi

(MoEF & CC, Gol), for which prior environmental consultation is mandatory.



Convener informed that the aim of conducting prior public consultation is to make

aware, local people who can be participant in the hearing and they should know the

developmental activities and Environment Management Plan of the unit.

Project Proponent had submitted online prescribed application alongwith pre-

feasibility report to the MoEF & CC, Gol, New Delhi with Terms of Reference (ToR) to

conduct EIA studies and MoEF & CC, Gol, New Delhi has considered the project and

given online approval on 22-01-2021.

As per the Office Memorandum issued by Ministry of Environment, Forest &

Climate Change, Govt. of India, New Delhi (MoEFCC, Gol) dated 14th September, 2020,

while conducting the public hearing, certain guidelines are issued such as thermal

checking, use of sanitizers. wearing of mask, keeping social distancing.

As per said Notification, 30 days' advance public notice was published by Sub

Regional Office, MPCB Satara in the Local Newspaper in Daily Lokmat in Marathi and

in National Newspaper daily Indian Express in English on 13-08-2021. The public in

general were appealed to send their suggestions, views, doubts or objections regarding

the proposed unit.

Also copy of EIA report and executive summery were made available at various

notified offices of Government i.e. Ministry of Environment, Forest & Climate Change,

Zonal Office, West Central Zone, New Secretariat Building, Ground Floor, East Wing,

Civil Line, Nagpur-440 001; District Magistrate Office, Satara; Additional District

Magistrate Office, Satara; Zilla Parishad Office, Satara; District Industries Centre Office,

Satara; Tahsildar Office- Vaduj (Khatav), Tahsil Office - Vaduj, Tal-Khatav, District -

Satara; Grampanchayat office at Padal, Tal - Khatav, Dist- Satara; Sub Regional Office,

MPCB, Satara; Regional Office, MPCB, Pune and at Head Office of MPCB at Mumbai,

Environment & Climate Change Department, Govt. of Maharashtra, New Administrative

Building, Mumbai and on the website of MPCB. The public in general were appealed to

send their suggestion or objection regarding the proposed expansion of Sugar, Co-Gen

& new distillery project.

Convener informed that for the above project, Sub Regional Office, MPCB, Satara

is in receipt of suggestions and support from Shri H. Madhu Babu, President, Rural

Environment Education & Health Awareness Society, Mushirabad, Hyderabad.



Convener informed that participants can raise their views, suggestions/objections

for the proposed expansion of the project in environmental angle only, neither or orally as

well as in writing also.

Convener requested Chairman of the Public Hearing Committee to start the

proceedings.

With the permission of Chairman, Project Environment Consultant gave

geographical location of the proposed unit, proposed impact on the environment due to

proposed project and details of Environment Management Plan of the proposed unit.

Environment Consultant informed that Project Proponent has reserved capital

investment fund of Rupees 505/- Lakh for various Environment Protection System and

for their annual maintenance, Rs. 44.50 lakhs are reserved.

It is informed by the Environment Consultant that not a drop of treated effluent will

be discharged outside the factory premises and this project is Zero Liquid Discharge

(ZLD). The most advance technology of Electro Static Precipitator will be installed in the

project for the control of air pollution. Due to this expansion of the project, local people

will get job opportunities and there will be tremendous increase in the local business.

Environment Consultant informed that as the expansion will be carried in the

existing project site only, there is no requirement of extra land. The 70% water is in

sugarcane crop itself, which will be removed in the process and it will be treated and

reused in the manufacturing process.

After presentations, Convener, Environment Public Hearing Committee appealed

the participants to raise their views, suggestions or objections regarding propose plant in

environmental angle only.



Following persons have taken part in the discussions and the answers given by

Project Environment Consultant/Project Proponent/ Environment Public Hearing

Committee:-

1) Shri Bhushan Desai. Resident-Datewadi, Tal-Khatav.Dist-Satara:-

How much fresh water will be consumed for expansion of project and for new

distillery project? As our area is drought prone area, whether there will be any ill-

effects due to the consumption of fresh water by the company.

Environment Consultant answered that for the expanded project and for new

distillery unit, there will be requirement of 1500-1600 M3/day of fresh water. The

water from the sugarcane crop itself will be recovered and will be used in the

production activities. Hence, there will be less requirement of fresh water. This

project will be Zero Liquid Discharge (ZLD) and the treated industrial effluent and

will be reused in the production activities. There will not be any ill-effects at the

surrounding villages and people residing in the vicinity.

2) Shri Vithal Shivaji Fadatare. Resident - Khatwal qaon. Tal - Khatav. Dist -

Satara :-

Whether sewage produced/generated in the production activities can be used for

agriculture purposes after treatment.

Environment Consultant informed that not a drop of treated effluent will be

discharged outside the project. The industrial effluent will be treated and will be

reused in the manufacturing process. The sludge will be made available to the

local farmers to be used as manure. The ash which will be generated will be made

available to brick manufacturers for manufacturing bricks.

3) Shri Chandrakant Prabhakar Yalmar. Resident - Kanharwadi. Tal - Khatav.

Dist-Satara :-

Shri Yalmar while objecting informed that our Kanharwadi village located about is

2.0 kilometer away from the project. They have their own grape garden/fields and



grapes are exported to Europe. But black ash from the boiler stack do spread in

our grape fields & may damage grape quality. Hence, the exporter rejects the

grape crops. We had loss of more than Ten Lakhs Rs. of rupees until now.

Environment Consultant informed that Electro Static Precipitator is already

installed in the project. Shri Yalmar objected that even though, the black ash is

spread on the fields of grape. When grapes are sent to cold storage, the grapes

become black. Environment Consultant informed that, they are following all the

strict guidelines as specified by the Government.

Here In-charge Regional Officer, MPCB, Pune and Member, Environment

Public Hearing Committee directed Environment Consultant to assure in the

meeting to solve the problem of the concerned person. Member, Environment

Public Hearing Committee further directed to Project Proponent to install the ESP

of higher capacity. Environment Consultant promised to install the ESP of 50.0

Nm3.

4) Mrs. Manisha Chetan Sanap, Sarpanch. Padal Grampanchavat Tal - Khatav.

Dist-Satara :-

Whether generation of spent wash will affect the local people?

Environment Consultant answered that spent wash and bagasse will be burnt in

the incineration boiler. Hence, local people will not suffer anything.

5) Shri Satish Patil, Residence-Palasqaon, Tal-Khatav. Dist-Satara :-

How the distillery project will benefit the surrounding villages?

Environment Consultant answered that the Ethanol will be produced in the

distillery project. As per the directives of the Central Government, it will be used

for blending in the petrol. Hence, the factory will get additional income. Due to

expansion of the project and commissioning of new distillery project, there are job

opportunities in the project. Also due to expansion, there will be tremendous

growth in the local business.



Convener, Environment Public Hearing Committee appealed all the

participants to raise any suggestions, objections.

6) Shri Sunil Thorve, Chairman, Environment Public Hearing Committee :-

Chairman, Environment Public Hearing Committee again appealed all

participants to raise any suggestions, objections regarding the proposed project

in environmental angle only. He said that in the morning there were two phone

calls from the local residents. If both the local persons are present, they may raise

their views orally. If anybody desires, they can submit the written

suggestions/objections also in this meeting. If anybody desires, they can submit

written objections to the Sub Regional Office, MPCB, Satara today only by email

or by hand delivery today only. It should be submitted today only. The

submissions will be accepted today only, afterwards it will not be accepted. The

suggestions, objections, views expressed in writing will be forwarded to

Government for further consideration.

7) Shri Pradip Kharat, Gram Sevak. Padalgaon. Residence - At Post -

Padalgaon, Tal-Khatav, Dist- Satara :-

Shri Pradip Kharat, Gram Sevak, Padalgaon objected that after starting of crushing

season, farmers do come with Trolleys to hand over the sugarcane in the factory.

Then they go to east and west side for the toilet. Due to human excreta, local

people cannot walk at that side. It is also observed by the local people that bottles

of liquor/wine, beer are thrown there. What steps will be taken by the project

proponent to avoid sufferings of the local people.

The Managing Director of the Project Proponent informed that the objection

raised is noted. The toilet blocks and drinking water facilities will be provided.

Convener, Environment Public Hearing Committee again appealed all

participants to raise any views, suggestions or objections regarding the proposed

project in environmental angle. There was no response from the participants.

Convener, Environment Public Hearing Committee remarked that the

questions raised by the participants are answered by the Environment Consultant.



The minutes of the meeting in English and Marathi will be prepared and it will be

sent alongwith written suggestions and Final Environment Impact Assessment

Report to an Expert Committee of Ministry of Environment, Forest & Climate

Change, Govt. of India. An Expert Committee will take further decision.

He thanked all Government Officials, Project Officials and local people for

attending the meeting and on behalf of the Chairman of the Environment Public

Hearing Committee declared that the meeting is concluded.

The meeting ended extending thanks to the Chair.

The one suggestion & one objection received are enclosed.

(L. S. Bhad)

Convener,

Environment Public Hearing

Committee

And

Sub Regional Officer,

MPCB, Satara

Nitin Shinde , )

Member,

Environment Public Hearing

Committee

And

In-charge Regional Officer,

MPCB, Pune

(Sunil Thorve)

Chairman,

Environment Public Hearing Committee

And

Additional District Magistrate-Satara,

Dist - Satara
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